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Of all the beloved characters of the scriptures, Mary Magdalene and the apostle 
Thomas are the most misunderstood figures. For centuries, Mary Magdalene was 
considered a prostitute, a woman of ill-repute. Thomas, on the other hand, was 
faulted as the one who doubted. Poor Thomas even had the honour of a Sunday 
named after him: “Doubting Thomas Sunday,” the other name for the Sunday after 
Easter — or, as we Anglicans like to call it — “low Sunday.” The fanfare and triumph 
of Easter now seems like a faded memory and we’re left with this story of a guy who 
just doesn’t seem to get it. Or does he? 
 Before I say more, we need to clarify a few misunderstandings. First, and 
foremost, today is not low Sunday. Today is the eighth day of the Easter feast. We are 
still celebrating the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. For centuries, Christians 
celebrated the principle feasts of the Church year not with a single day, but for eight 
days in a row. Those feasts included Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost. As such, the 
Church celebrates for eight days the greatest feast of the Church year. So today we still 
exclaim “Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!” and sing a double alleluia at the end of 
our liturgy. The Easter celebration isn’t quite over. 
 Secondly, Mary Magdalene wasn’t a prostitute, a misconception rooted in a 
mistake made by Pope Gregory the Great in a sermon of his in the late sixth century 
and later perpetuated through the centuries. No, she was the first evangelist, the first 
to proclaim to the apostles and disciples the good news that Jesus rose from the dead. 
In recent times she has been acclaimed as the Apostle to the Apostles, a title given to 
her by Pope Francis. Talk about a reversal of one pope’s mistake; a turnabout that took 
fourteen centuries! 
 Thirdly, Thomas is not the great doubter, but rather a man who yearned to 
experience what his companions experienced a week earlier on the day of Jesus’ 
resurrection. Nor does Jesus belittle him with his beatitude “blessed are those who 
believe but do not see  (John 20:29).” Instead, many believe the beatitude is in 
reference to the countless generations of disciples, including you and me, who walk 
as Jesus’ disciples today. Ours is a faith “no less genuine than that of those first 
disciples who literally ‘have seen the Lord’ (20:25).”   1

 Nor let us forget that it is Thomas, not Peter, who makes the great confession of 
faith in John’s gospel: “My Lord and my God (20:28)!” Although we often assume he 
touches Jesus’ hands and side, the gospel doesn’t tell us so. Rather, it seems he 
acclaims Jesus as his Lord and God simply by virtue of his experience of Jesus. 
Thomas’ profession of faith emerges from the depths of his very being. It is only later, 
in the next and final chapter, that Peter demonstratively expresses his faith, albeit 
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without words. (If you don’t remember the story, take a look at it today. Peter, upon 
seeing the Lord, strangely puts on some clothes and then jumps into the sea to swim 
to Jesus. I’ll save that for another sermon some day.) 
 The trouble with interpreting the penultimate chapter of the Gospel of John is 
that we tend to approach the stories in the chapter as separate narratives. Some Bibles 
will even break the chapter into four separate parts, misleading us to believe the 
sections are some how disconnected. Yet the chapter must be read as a whole in order 
to even begin to understand what is going on within the story.  
 Some scholars, such as Raymond Brown, suggest the chapter is a series of 
diverse reactions to the resurrection of Jesus: first of Simon Peter and the Beloved 
Apostle, then that of Mary Magdalene, followed by the disciples, and later Thomas.   2

 Whether or not we agree with this description, we can see in the text the 
disciples’ growing awareness of Jesus’ resurrected body and his identity as Lord and 
God. If anything, Thomas expresses fully that which all the others don’t understand. 
Last Sunday we heard how Peter and the beloved disciple peered into the tomb, but 
did not understand. We also read how Mary eventually realised it was Jesus speaking 
to her and not a gardener, yet she failed to appreciate Jesus’ risen body and attempted 
to grasp and take hold of him.  
 This Sunday we learn the disciples hid in fear and didn’t recognise Jesus at first 
until he showed them his hands and side. Despite seeing Jesus and telling their friend 
Thomas — who for reasons unknown to us was not there when Jesus appeared to the 
disciples — the disciples still remained in fear, hidden in the house a week later. 
Despite receiving the Holy Spirit a week earlier, the community remains in the house. 
It is only after Thomas’ profession of faith that the disciples eventually go out into the 
world. Thomas, it seems, is the first to proclaim the Good News of Jesus. 
 But what about us? How do we fit into the story? To understand, we must listen 
to Jesus’ words and the final verses of this chapter.  
 As I said earlier, Jesus’ response to Thomas is not an admonition for his doubt or 
lack of belief, as was so commonly held for centuries, but rather a word to the 
disciples who are to come, including you and me. “Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have come to believe” is a word to us.  
 Remember the suggestion that this chapter is a series of four reactions to Jesus’ 
resurrection? I like to suggest that it really is a series of five reactions, the fifth being 
the Church, the Body of Christ, who witnesses to the resurrection of Jesus without 
having the benefit of seeing Jesus resurrected. Although we may not see the Lord, John 
wants to be clear that we can still experience the risen Christ in his Word. Thus John 
writes, “But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name 
(20:31).”  
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 Christians have long affirmed and believed we encounter the presence of Christ 
in the Scriptures. Anglicans, in particular, will often speak of encountering Christ in 
Word and Sacrament. We even implore God to grant us to be fed and nourished by 
the Scriptures, as the collect for the Second Sunday of Advent in the Book of Common 
Prayer says: 

Grant that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly 
digest them, that by patience and comfort of they Holy Word, we may embrace 
and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which thou hast given us 
in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

This is why we proclaim at the end of the scripture lessons the phrase “the Word of 
the Lord” and “the Gospel of Christ.” The scriptures are not merely literary works of 
art to simply be studied. Rather, we hear in them the voice of the Living God speaking 
to us and drawing us into his divine life.   
 Some have even suggested the scriptures are sacramental, in other words, 
“effectual signs of grace,” tangible signs of God working within us.  The twentieth 3

century French theologian, Yves Congar, affirms this when he writes, “The divine 
Scriptures are regarded as a kind of sacrament: a grace-bearing sign that effectively 
realises communion with God, and salvation, when it is used in the right conditions.”  4

 I believe this offers hope to us today, particularly in this time of isolation and 
imposed solitude. Although we may not physically partake of the Sacrament, the Holy 
Eucharist, we are not deprived of Christ and we are not left hungry. God is still feeding 
us with his holy Word, nourishing us with grace eternal. This is why it is all the more 
important now for us to spend time praying and studying the scriptures, whether that 
be by livestream worship (morning prayer and Sunday worship) or by picking up our 
Bibles and reading them. God wants to feed us. 
 I also believe our gospel lesson offers a renewed understanding of the Eucharist 
during this time. Many of you have written or spoken to me in the past few weeks 
asking about the decision of some Canadian bishops — not all — to prohibit the live-
streaming of Eucharist. Several of you have shared your sadness and disappointment 
when I didn’t celebrate Eucharist on Palm Sunday and Maundy Thursday. Despite 
Bishop Andrew’s allowance that some may want to continue to celebrate the Eucharist 
not only in private but also by way of livestream, I initially chose not to broadcast 
Eucharist. I found it painful not to share the Sacrament of Communion with all of you 
in person, and I appreciated the argument that the celebration of Eucharist without the 
entire assembly, even if one other person is there with the priest, isn’t the ideal 
manner of celebrating the Sacrament. Some even pondered the usefulness and the 
prudence of live-streaming Eucharist, despite the fact that Anglicans and Catholics 
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have long been broadcasting Eucharist for those unable to participate because of 
health issues.  
 However, in the days and weeks since I first stopped live-streaming Eucharist, I 
couldn’t help but wrestle with the pain you felt in not be able to partake in act of 
worship so familiar to you. As I listened to you, I realised you have been formed well 
in your faith and you understand this is an extraordinary time and our celebrations are 
far from the ideal. Be that as it is, the Eucharist still holds meaning for many of you, 
even if you can’t actually touch and receive Christ in the bread and wine.  
 Perhaps Mary Magdalene, the disciples, and Thomas can teach us a lesson in 
this. Mary still experienced Jesus in his resurrected Body, even though he told her not 
to touch him (20:17). When Jesus appeared to the disciples on that first Easter, he 
revealed for them his wounds and they experienced his life-giving presence (20:20). 
And while Jesus invites Thomas to touch his hands and side, the text simply says 
Thomas acclaimed Jesus as “my Lord and God.” (As a side-note, there has long been a 
custom in the Eucharist for people to recite Thomas’ confession when the Sacrament 
is held before them as the priest says “The gifts of God for the People of God.”) 
 Often, for reasons beyond our control, we may not be able to touch or take the 
Body of Christ. Yet does that necessarily mean we do not participate in the Eucharist, 
the great prayer of Thanksgiving to God for his saving work among us? In my 
experience of celebrating Eucharist at the Davis Centre, one of our local care centres, 
the residents who are unable to consume the Sacrament for health reasons seem to 
think otherwise. Their faith and longing for Christ as I come to them with the 
Sacrament often moves me to believe their faith is as great as that of Thomas’. 
Therefore, I intend to continue to celebrate Eucharist with you, for I’ve heard of your 
longing to experience the Living God in the Sacrament, just as Thomas yearned to see 
his God. 
 To be sure, our experience of Jesus may not be as clear as that of the disciples’ 
experience. Although, if we honestly consider the gospels, it would seem they too 
struggled to experience Jesus. We may even feel a great separation and distance from 
God during this period of isolation and loneliness, one not unlike that of the disciples 
hidden away in the house. But I believe God is still seeking us. As Archbishop 
Michael Ramsey, a former Archbishop of Canterbury, once wrote: “There have also 
been those whose relation to God has long been a desire, an inability to let go, but all 
as in the thickness of a cloud. If you are like that, God – who is indeed a deep mystery 
— may be finding you.”  My friends, I pray God may find you as you look for him and 5

that you may be blessed, even though you may not see.  
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